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OVERVIEW

As the largest traded food commodity in the world, seafood provides
sustenance to billions of people worldwide. Approximately 3 billion
people in the world rely on wild-caught and farmed seafood as a
primary source of protein.

Historically, the seafood industry has significantly impacted the
environment. The United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization

overfished. Similarly, many fisheries throughout the world throw away B I L LI O N

estimates that 85% of marine fish stocks are either fully exploited or

more fish than they keep. This incidental catch of non-target species—
known as bycatch—is harmful to many species. Pollution from poorly

Approximately 3 billion people in the world rely on
managed and unsustainable seafood farms, also known as wild-caught and farmed seafood as a primary

aquaculture, has caused the deterioration of coastal habitats, lakes, source of protein.
and rivers.

WWEF works across the supply chain to protect marine habitats, the

species that live within them and the communities that depend on seafood for their livelihoods and food security. Our goal is for both wild-
caught and farmed seafood to be harvested with zero environmental impact while still meeting the increase in future demands from an
ever-growing world population.

To ensure that you have the best environmental choices for seafood at your local grocery store or restaurant, WWF works to increase
companies’ awareness and preferential purchasing of seafood that has been produced in a responsible manner. WWF helps to provide
impactful and sustained improvements in the health of the world’'s oceans by working together with the processing and retail sector to
offer environmentally sound choices.
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FARMED SEAFOOD WILD-CAUGHT SEAFOOD

5 ways harmftul fisheries subsidies
impact coastal communities

Our planet’'s health—and our own well-being—is dependent on a vibrant ocean rich with
nature, like fish! While sustainable fishing can be an effective way to keep our oceans
healthy, one big barrier is standing in the way: taxpayer-funded support for unsustainable
fishing operations.
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WHAT WWF IS DOING

MSC-certified fishermen with California spiny lobsters in Baja California, Mexico.

WILD-CAUGHT SEAFOOD
Eighty-five percent of the world’s fisheries are

BETTER CHOICES FOR

either fully exploited or overfished. WWF SEAFOOD

believes that conserving marine habitats and _ o
WWEF believes that certification

programs—the Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) for wild-caught and
Aquaculture Stewardship Council

promoting sustainable fishing methods is as
important to people as it is to wildlife. We work
with industry along the entire value chain, from

ocean to table, to protect our seafood supply _
_ (ASC) for farmed—are key to moving

and ensure that the interconnected network of _
. _ o the seafood industry toward
underwater species will thrive into the future. o : _
sustainability. WWF is committed to

FARMED SEAFOOD advancing sustainable seafood by

Almost half of the seafood we eat comes from encouraging companies to source

farms. And seafood farming—also known as only seafood from responsibly
managed fisheries and seafood
farms, as verified by the MSC and ASC

labels. By engaging players from

aquaculture—is the fastest growing food
production system in the world. WWF works to

eliminate the negative impacts of production on

both the environment and society, including the across the seafood value chain—from

use of antibiotics and pesticides and the fisherman, farmers and processors to

rampant number of fish escapes that spread traders, retailers and restaurants—

disease and harm genetic diversity. WWEF helps industry become part of
the solution. Through this

collaboration WWF drives impactful
and sustained improvements in the
health of the world’s oceans, bringing
sustainable seafood ever closer in
reach.

Press Releases View All

Statement on GDST Standards and Guidelines for Interoperable Seafood Traceability Systems
March 16, 2020

PROJECTS

Incentivizing Sustainable Fishing on the High Seas

A Global Think Tank led by WWF as part of the Common Oceans
ABN] Ocean Partnerships Project—an initiative funded by the
Global Environment Facility and implemented by the World Bank
—identified a new theory of change that accounts for gaps in the
governance of high seas fisheries.

PUBLICATIONS

Seriola and Cobia Draft
Standards, Public Comment
Period 2

HOW YOU CAN HELP

SUPPORT WWF

Show your love of the tiger with the
WWF BankAmericard Cash Rewards
Visa credit card. Bank of America
will contribute $100 to WWF for
each account opened and
activated.
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